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From our Pastor: 

We have just gone through a holiday season that originated in order to commemorate a gathering of indigenous 
peoples and early settlers of what is now America. Eventually, the holiday evolved into a massive celebration that 
includes one of the largest travel days in America. a day centered around festive gatherings, and huge feasts. For 
some, this is interspersed with long periods of football. and even heated discussions about family differences. For 
others, it becomes a dreaded day because of loneliness. inability to obtain enough food and supplies or even shelter. 

Many times, the true meaning of the day is obscured by all of the things which are mentioned above, plus others. 
Thanksgiving is sometimes anything other than giving thanks, even under good circumstances. 

Whatever happened on your Thanksgiving, or the days that surrounded it, please take a moment-a quiet moment, if 
possible-and bow in prayer to the one true Creator of all to express gratitude for anything that has made our lif better 
than it could have been. 

I realize that for some, whether suffering from family squabbles, loneliness, or even the threat of serious illness and 
death, the promise of Salvation and spending Eternity with God is a true blessing that is often taken for granted, or 
has been shoved to the back of our hearts by emotions, either happy or sad. There is no greater bleSSing. And that is 
what brings me to worship each week. 

lance had a friend who retired from the pastoral ministry and was so thankful that Sunday mornings were free to do 
whatever that person pleased·and it did not necessarily mean worship. I have found in my retirement, even when I 
was not actively filling in at some church or position, that I am not the same person when I miss worship. For me, 
there is no substitute for gathering with bel ievers to offer praise and thanks, and my offering, gifts, or tithe. And, this 
is tue when the preaching is not as good and the music is weak. I am not there to be entertained. I am there because I 
need to express to God my sincere thanks and praise for offering me abundant living,both now and forever. 

Michael D. O'Bannon, Pastor 



Administrative Council 
Our Administrative council will meet 
On January 15th, 2023 at 1 pm. 

Fellowship Supper 
There will be no fellowship supper this 

month. 

Men's Breakfast 
December 3rd, 2022 at 8:00 am will be our 
Men's Breakfast and the ladies are invited!! 

Bucket Offering 
Our December bucket offering taken on Sunday 
Morning worship service will be donated 
to:Christmas fund for kids/shut ins. 

Food Bank 
You may bring food donations for the local food 
Bahk on the 1 st and 2nd Sundays of the month. 
Place the donations on the pew in the narthex. 
The food will be delivered to the food bank. The 
suggested item for December is peanut butter. 
All non-perishable foods are accepted and 
appreciated. 

Happy Birthday 
Alfred Rhodes 
Jane Watts 

Dec. 12th 
Dec. 24th 

December Calendar 
Sun. Nov 27th 8:45 am Sunday School 

9:30 Church Service 1st day of 
Advent 

Sat. Dec. 3rd, 8:00 am Men's Breakfast(ladies 

invited) 

Sun. Dec. 4th, 8:45 am Sunday School 
9:30 am Church Services 
2nd day of Advent ' 

Sun. Dec. 11th, 8:45 am Sunday School 
9:30 am Church Services 
3rd day of Advent 

Sun Dec 18th 8:45 am Sunday School 
9:30 am Church Services 
4th day of Advent 
Finger foods after service 

Saturday Dec. 24th 6:00 pm Christmas Eve 
At Kedron 

Sunday Dec. 25th 9:30 am Christmas 

Service 

January 2023 newsletter info due to Dee by 
December 26th 615-574-9320 or 
ddrouse10@gmail.com 

Resources Available 
Resources for various kinds of help/support for 
you or someone you know that might benefit 
from counseling and/or spiritual support are 
listed below. 

Insight Counseling Center, Murfreesboro 
615-383-2115 for in person or online/phone 
counseling. 

Upper Room Prayer Ministry 615-340-7200 

Talkspace.com Online/phone counseling 

Methodist News Source 
www.umnews.org 
Stones River District Office 
POBox 12191 

Murfreesboro, TN37129 






