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From our Pastor: 

For over 50 years, [ have been a ministry professional. I began as a youth director in Birmingham, A[abama, in my 
middle year of undergraduate education. After one year of seminary, I was ordained in the North A[abama Conference 
and got my first appointment. 

In a[[ those years, it has been fairly common to encounter people who have had a [apse of faith. Less common is a 
total rejection of fa ith in God. Much more common is to find someone so wounded or disappointed that while they 
still believe in God, they fail to believe that it makes any difference. 

Let me give you an example. In 1994, [ began to get a consistent cough. It continued to intensify until I had difflcu[ty 
speaking and singing. J barely made it through sermons; and while I was in a production of the community theatre, it 
was by far the hardest I was able to finish. 

I went to my primary care physician who, in turn, sent me to specialists. I was prescribed different medications; and 
the basic result was that I was so groggy that [ barely remember visiting people in the hospital. Finally, after the last 
performance of the community theatre, [ was too sick to get out of bed and go to church that Sunday morning. 

During all of that time, my faith in God did not decline; but, my faith in the goodness and power of God took a 
nosedive. I was as miserable as [ could be. 

It wasn't long afterward that vacation time came. Dee, Amy, and I went for a week at Seaside. As was always the 
case, we went to worship. This time, it was at a small pavilion near the beach. They distributed Cokesbury hymnals. 
As miserable as I felt, I opened the hymnal, determined to give it my feeble best. To my su rprise, my voice returned; 
and I raised the song in praise. 

Suddenly, I re[t so foolish. I had not really lost my faith; but [ had lost my patience. I sti[[ do not know what caused the 
[ass of my voice; but I do know that as a result of the whole experience, I learned that God is there and may have a 
different timetable-and something to teach. Ultimately, instead of blaming God, I was able to thank God for finally 
coming to my rescue. 

No matter what you have to face, remember that God is there to guide you through, as God did for me, even if you 
don't think God is . 

Michael Q'Bannon, Pastor 








